
2020-2021 AP Literature and Composition Summer Reading 

Mrs. Simon and Mrs. DeVito 

Welcome readers and writers to AP Literature and Composition! We look forward to working 

with you during the next school year. As part of this course, students will read and annotate a 

novel during the summer. 

Reading over the summer helps keep the students’ minds “in the game,” and it adds to the 

number of major literary works the students will have read by the time they enter AP 

Literature. Also, students in a given class arrive to school in August having had a common 

literary experience, providing them and their teacher immediate instructional opportunities. 

 

STEPS TO SUCCESS: 

STEP 1  

You will be reading to books over the summer. The two books were chosen for their literary 

merit and the beneficial content needed to help students become widely read in preparation for 

the AP Literature and Composition exam in the spring. 

The Poisonwood Bible by Barbara Kingsolver: The Poisonwood Bible is a story told by the 

wife and four daughters of Nathan Price, a fierce, evangelical Baptist who takes his family and 

mission to the Belgian Congo in 1959. They carry with them everything they believe they will 

need from home, but soon find that all of it—from garden seeds to Scripture—is calamitously 

transformed on African soil. What follows is a suspenseful epic of one family's tragic undoing 

and remarkable reconstruction over the course of three decades in postcolonial Africa. 

How To Read Literature Like a Professor by Thomas C. Foster 

-a lively and entertaining introduction to literature and literary basics, including symbols, themes 

and contexts, that shows you how to make your everyday reading experience more rewarding 

and enjoyable. 

While many books can be enjoyed for their basic stories, there are often deeper literary meanings 

interwoven in these texts. How to Read Literature Like a Professor helps us to discover those 

hidden truths by looking at literature with the eyes—and the literary codes-of the ultimate 

professional reader, the college professor. 

 

STEP 2 

While reading, students are expected to annotate their chosen novel to assist in their 

comprehension. If a student is unable to mark up and make notes in their chosen book, they 

may use sticky notes. If a student is reading a digital copy of their chosen novel, most 

digital devices have annotation tools for marking up texts. 

How do I annotate? 



 • Underline or highlight the major points.  

• Circle keywords or phrases that are confusing or unknown to you.  

• Write notes in the margins restating the author’s ideas. What kinds of things should I annotate?  

• words and phrases that wowed you or confused you  

• important scenes or key sections of dialogue  

• character descriptions, key decisions, motivations, and flaws  

• questions and inferences that pop into your head as you are reading  

• connections you make to other texts, films, t.v. shows, or to your personal life  

• figurative language (allusions, alliteration, metaphors, similes, etc.) used effectively 

 

STEP 3 

As you are reading and annotating, think about the following questions. Be prepared to discuss 

questions like these during the first week(s) of class. If you are able to answer these types of 

questions, you will likely be well-prepared for any task(s) your teacher assigns. 

• What confused you or surprised you in this text?  

• As you read this text, describe how you felt. For example, were you bored, caught up, thinking 

about characters, thinking about how you might react if in the same situation, enjoying the 

author’s writing style, or enjoying the humor or suspense? 

 • Which events in the text are most connected to the setting?  

• Which character or characters did you think learned the hardest or most important lessons in 

this text? Why did you choose that character?  

• Which character changed the most in the text? How did that character change? What did you 

learn about that character in watching that change? What did you learn about yourself?  

• Which passage in the text would you consider most significant or most important? Why? Did 

that passage help shape what you considered to be the message of this text?  

• The plot (the series of events in the text) and the theme (the lesson or message you take away 

from text) are not the same. Think of the text you just read. What is the plot? What is the theme? 

How does the plot relate to or affect the theme?  

• Why did the author choose the narrator he or she did to tell this story? 

STEP 4 

Students can expect an assignment or assignments and discussion based on their summer reading 

during the first week(s) of class. Students will not be tested on the books until after the second 

week of class. However, students must come to the first day of class having read their selected 

novel, completed their annotations, and prepared to discuss their novel.  

Helpful Hint: Don’t wait until the week before school begins to try and read your selected novel 

and complete the annotations. Unexpected events may pop up that could get in the way of you 



completing your reading on time. Make a plan for the number of pages or chapters you are going 

to read per week and stick to it. 


